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MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
PENSION PLANS

Mr. Jim Wilson: I rise to urge the government to act

quickly to resolve an issue that concerns thousands of
public sector workers in Ontario, including a number

of paramedics from Simcoe county.

As members will know from my private member's
resolution debated on June 4, due to past divestments
of provincial services, thousands of Ontarians have a

~ split pension problem that will severely affect their

retirement income.

In my riding, paramedic services were divested from
the province to the county of Simcoe in the 1990s. At
that time, paramedics were led to believe that nothing
would change regarding their salaries, employment
benefits or years of service. Although their pension
plan changed from the hospitals of Ontario pension
plan or the OPSEU pension trust to OMERS, there
was to be no negative effect on their pension
entitlements.

After the divestment, they discovered that they would
receive two pension cheques when they retired, one
for service with the government of Ontario and one for
service with the county. The amounts that each of
them will receive from their two pensions will not
recognize their years of continuous service and will
therefore cause them to receive a significantly reduced
pension through no fault of their own.

The government's own expert commission on pensions
recommended a prompt resolution to this specific
problem, and so far the McGuinty government has
been very slow to act. In fact, each time I've raised this
through petitions and letters, it's been unclear what the
government's position is on this matter.

Today in the House, the Minister of Finance said he
would be bringing forward legislation to address the
recommendations cf the Expert Commission on
Pensions, and I want to make sure he includes a
solution that corrects the problems for paramedics in
Simcoe county.

FAMILY HEALTH TEAMS

Mr. Jeff Leal: Since 2005, Peterborough has been
fortunate to have five family health teams. They run
expertly under the direction of Dr. Don Harterre and
Mr. Bill Casey. Their team, working with local
physicians, pharmacists, nurse practitioners, dietitians
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and others, has created one of the most efficient
systems for delivering health care in the province of
Ontario.

In a report released last spring entitled Teams in
Action: Primary Health Care Teams for Canadians, the
Health Council of Canada recognized publicly the
good work being performed by Peterborough's
primary health care network. They were quoted as
saying, "The Peterborough family health team model
is an ideal way to deliver team-based health care
services in Ontario."

Since 2006, more than 18,000 previously orphaned
residents of my riding now have access to primary
health care services because they've been affiliated
with a family health team. Peterborough was chosen
by Mr. John Abbott, CEO of the Health Council of
Canada, from a short list supplied by the Ministry of
Health and Long-Term Care because "their program
impacted a large proportion of the population and they
have well documented results."

Family health teams work. They utilize progressive
services such as pharmacists prescribing drug reviews
for newly hospitalized patients and the anticoagulation
program for patients on blood-thinning medication.

I'd like to extend my congratulations to everyone in
Peterborough working within the family health teams.
This truly is a job well done and a remarkable
development.

PORTUGUESE CANADIAN COMMUNITY

Mr. Gerry Martiniuk: [ am proud to rise today to
speak about my friends in the Cambridge and North
Dumfries Portuguese community who are celebrating
their arrival in Canada at the Portuguese Club of
Cambridge on Saturday evening, September 26, 2009.

Together with my friend José Dias, I will present
certificates to 24 immigrants who are celebrating 40
years in Canada and another 75 who are celebrating 50
years in our great community, province and country.
These certificates recognize their hard work,
determination and contributions to our community.
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